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Lauds Agency at Ikth-Taking 


Webster Vows ‘Fidelity’ as CIA Director 

By JAMBS GKRSTBNZANG, Ttma Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON —William H. 


Webster was sworn in Tuesday as 
director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and promised that its 
duties would be carried out "with 
fidelity to the Constitution and the 
laws of our beloved country.” 

The former FBI director, taking 
the reins of the nation’s intelli- 
gence community while it is under 
intense scrutiny because of the 
Iran-contra scandal, pledged to 
work closely with the congression- 
al committees that oversee intelli- 
gence operations and vowed “We 
will be worthy of their trust” 


attended the 
at the CIA’s 


campus -like headquarters in 
Langley, Va., and affirmed his 


support of the agency's efforts. 

“It has become fashionable in 
some quarters to act as if the 
Central Intelligence Agency were 
somehow not completely a part of 
our own government— as if it were 
not constantly working against 
hostile powers who threaten the 
security of the American people,” 
Reagan said “So long as I am 
President, I will never consent to 
see our intelligence capability un- 
dermined” 

Reagan’s visit to the CIA head- 
quarters was intended to show his 
support for Webster, the 14th di- 
rector, and to boost the morale of 
employees. 

Congressional investigators have 
charged that William J. Casey, 


Webster’s deceased prt d ccca m r , 
deliberately misled rnnjnmrional 
committees about s heet s of the 
Administration's arms sales to tr* n - 
They also have cited 
evidence that some CIA officials 
assisted In the secret efforts to aid 
the Nicaraguan rebels at a time 
when U.S. government sssistsnrr 
was banned 

As Webster takes over, the 
agency is under p r ess u re from the 
House and s— to pay closer 
heed to the req u ire m e nt t h a t H give 


is eonaMartof a 
oasis would 
“timely notice” qmdfieaUy. 


would allow 48 hours to make such 
a report Members of the Iran-con- 
tra investigating committees, who 
have been authorised to recom- 
mend such changes, are opposed to 
more specific language. 

Webster, in brief remarks that 
made no direct mention of the 
Iran-contra affair, told the Presi- 
dent and his audience of senior 
Administration officials and ag en cy 
employees! “We will diligently 
carry out our assignments around 
the world however difficult, with 
fidelity to the Constitution and the 
laws of our beloved country, so 
help us God” 


He also gave a rhetorical pat on 
the back to the CIA undercover 
agents who were said to have 
stayed away from the ceremony to 
protect their identities. 

“There are some today who can 
hear my voice but who cannot 
share the sunlight of this rnirmlnn 
because cur country needs their 
anonymity,” he said “I simply 
want to salute these unseen sol- 
diers of democ r ac y and say that I 
am proud to join their team.” 

At least sis former CIA directors, 
including Vice President George 
Bush, turned out to see Webster 
sworn in hy Supreme Court Justice 
Lewis F.PoweUJr. 
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